
If you sacrificed all you had to buy me a priceless and personalized Christmas gift and I never 
took the time to unwrap and open it, how would you feel? You’d be disappointed, hurt, and 
angry at my callous rejection of your generous love. And for me, the gift would be worthless if I 
left it wrapped and sitting in the corner. There would be zero benefit to me. 
  
It is astounding that so many people have celebrated Christmas every year of their lives without 
ever having opened their greatest and most expensive Christmas gift. Jesus Christ is God’s 
Christmas gift to you. Wrapped up in Jesus are all the benefits and blessings mentioned in this 
book—and so much more! In Jesus, your past is forgiven, you get a purpose for living, and you 
get a home in heaven. Why celebrate Christmas if you’re not going to open the best gift of all? 
 
Regardless of your background, religion, problems, or circumstances, Christmas really is the best 
news you could get. Beneath all the visible sights and sounds of Christmas are some simple yet 
profound truths that can transform your life for the better here on earth and for forever in 
eternity. Right now there’s nothing more important for you to understand than the implications 
of Christmas for your life. If you’ll slow down for a few minutes, take the time to read this book, 
and pause to consider the purpose of Christmas, you can receive and enjoy the best Christmas 
gift you’ll ever be given. It is God’s Christmas gift to you.  
 
 
Pgs. 7-8 and 115-116 
Excerpted from “The Purpose of Christmas” by Rick Warren with permission from Howard 
Books, a division of Simon & Schuster. On Sale November 4, 2008. 
 
 


